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The 5th Sunday After the Epiphany 
The Collect of the Day 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known 
to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen. 
 
Collect for Absalom Jones 
Set us free, heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the steadfast courage of your servant 
Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the children of God, which you 
have given us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen  
 
The Feast of Absalom Jones
On February 13, the church celebrates the Rev. Absalom 
Jones, the first African American ordained priest in the 
Episcopal Church.  
  
Jones was born into slavery in Delaware in 
1746. While still a slave, he married Mary 
King, who was also a slave, in 1770. He 
worked for eight years to buy his wife’s 
freedom so that their children would be 
free, and seven years later, he was able to 
purchase his own freedom.  
  
Jones became an active member of St. 
George’s Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Philadelphia, serving as lay preacher for 
the black members of the congregation. A 
gifted orator, Jones increased black 
membership in the church at such a rapid 
rate that white parishioners began trying 
to segregate the congregation; black parishioners were 
told by church officials that they would have to sit in the 
balcony. After a Sunday service in November 1786, when 
ushers tried to force all black parishioners, including 

Jones, to the balcony, Jones and his followers left St. 
George’s.  
  

Jones and Richard Allen, who had been a 
fellow member of St. George’s, founded 
the Free African Society in 1787, a 
nondenominational mutual aid society 
designed to assist freed slaves.   
  
By 1791, the African Society had evolved 
into the African Church, which was 
received into the Episcopal Diocese of 
Pennsylvania in 1794. The diocese 
renamed the church St. Thomas’ African 
Episcopal Church, and it became the first 
black Episcopal parish in the United 
States. In 1804 Jones became the first 
ordained priest of African descent in the 
Episcopal Church.  

 
Jones died at his home in Philadelphia in 1818, and first 
appeared on the Episcopal calendar of saints in the Book 
of Common Prayer in 1979. 
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Stewardship Opportunities  
During this exiting time of transition, we have numerous stewardship 
opportunities to donate your talents and time to our Church Community.  This 
year, these opportunities also include vacant positions in our Vestry.  Please 
consider any nominees (yourself included) to fill these positions.  Feel free to 
speak to any of the current Vestry members about nominations or any 
questions you may have about these integral leadership roles in our 
congregation.   
 

Boiled Eggs for the Homeless 
 

February 17th is our next monthly opportunity 
to extend our hospitality as an act of outreach and 
inclusion to those whose life circumstances have 
rendered them homeless and often hungry.  We 
encourage you to bring to church as many hard-boiled 
eggs as you are able, so we may continue to play a part 

in one of downtown Miami’s Feed My Sheep feeding programs. 
 

Thank you 
We record with gratitude the generosity of Ms. Kathi Armbrister who has 
given a gift for the flowers that adorn our sanctuary this week, to the greater 
glory of God, in thanksgiving for the many blessings received and for her 
birthday.  Happy Birthday Kathi ! ! !  
  

Flowers for the Altar 
Please consider donating $75 to the Altar Flowers 
fund in thanksgiving for a special occasion, a 
special person or in remembrance of a departed 
loved one.  Two arrangements are used on the 
main altar.  One is later placed in the Memorial 
Garden and you may take home the other one. An 
acknowledgment of your contribution will be placed in the Bulletin Insert. 
 

Search Corner Information 
On January 16, 2019, the Search Committee and the 
Vestry met with Bishop Eaton and are now waiting 
for further instructions before proceeding to the 
next step of this very important process.   Please 
continue to keep them your prayers as they move 

       forward in this very important process. 
 

Hospitality 
If your surname begins with M - R, a reminder 
that there is an opportunity for you to provide a 
much-needed food item for our hospitality next 
Sunday, February 17th. Please check with Joyce 
Foreman this morning and ask her what she needs 
for next Sunday. Items needed usually are a 
starch (pasta, potato, etc.), a meat, a salad, a vegetable and a dessert. 
 

 

Save the Date:  March 5th, 2019 
Shrove Tuesday at All Souls’ !!! 
  

 Epiphany Season 
 
 

All celebrations and/or events are held 
at All Souls’ Episcopal Church 

unless otherwise noted 

February 10th   
The 5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
Sung Eucharist 10:30 am 

   
Saturday, February 16th 
Centering Prayer 
All Souls’ Episcopal Church   10:30 am 
  
February 17th   
The 6th Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Sung Eucharist 10:30 am 
  
Saturday, February 23rd 
Centering Prayer 
All Souls’ Episcopal Church   10:30 am 
  

 February 24th 
 The 7th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Holy Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 

8:00 am 
10:30 am 

  

 We Hold in Prayer † 
For peace throughout the world. 
 

The strengthening of our congregational 
life in this time of transition. 
 

For Healing: 
Baby Ailia, Bob, Bobby, Bronwen, Carmela 
Dana, Daphne, Darryl, Dennis, Gary, Glen, 
Greg, Fr. Errol Harvey, Jim, Karen, Deacon 
Katon, Ken, Reverend Kleban, Lily, Malu, 
Nellie, Obie, Paul, Rafael, Ray, Richard, 
Rick, Rito, Rose, Santos, Sheila, Bishop 
Sturdie, Tania and Tony. 
 

All Hospice and Palliative Care Units.   
 

The dying and those who watch and care 
for them and mourn for their loss.   
 

For the repose of Ms. Elma Benjamin. 
 

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: 
Comfort and relieve your sick servants, 
and give your power of healing to those 
who minister to their needs, that those 
for whom our prayers are offered may be 
strengthened in their weakness and have 
confidence in your loving care; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.    Amen † 

Stay Connected!  Visit our website:  www.allsoulsmb.org & sign up to receive our Weekly Newsletter by email 


